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ABSTRACT

This article aims to critically examine the content, structure, and academic value of a
historical work on the development of the Lao people (Volume II), which continues the
discussion of Lao origins and early formation. The book explores the rise and prosperity of
the Lan Xang Kingdom, the formation of religious and cultural identity, the decline and
fragmentation of the kingdom, and the transformation of Lao society under French colonial
rule, culminating in the establishment of the modern socialist state.

The findings indicate that the book presents a comprehensive narrative of Lao history
from legendary origins to the modern era by integrating myths, chronicles, and
archaeological evidence. It emphasizes the formation of national consciousness and cultural
identity from an internal Lao perspective. Although certain sections rely more heavily on
traditional narratives than on critical historical analysis, the book remains academically
valuable as a resource on Lao history and culture and provides a useful framework for
comparative studies in the Mekong subregion and the ASEAN context.

Keywords: Lao People, Lan Xang Kingdom, National Identity
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